THE HISTORY OF SPIRITUALISM

CHAPTER I

THE  STORY  OF  SWEDENBORG

IT is impossible to give any date for the early
appearances of external intelligent power of a
higher or lower type impinging upon the affairs
of men. Spiritualists are in the habit of taking March
31, 18485 as the beginning of all psychic things,
because their own movement dates from that day.
There has, however, been no time in the recorded
history of the world when we do not find traces of
preternatural interference and a tardy recognition of
them from humanity. The only difference between
these episodes and the modern movement is that the
former might be described as a case of stray wanderers
from some further sphere, while the latter bears the
sign of a purposeful and organized invasion. But as
an invasion might well be preceded by the appearance
of pioneers who search out the land, so the spirit influx
of recent years was heralded by a number of incidents
which might well be traced to the Middle Ages or
beyond them. Some term must be fixed for a com-
mencement of the narrative, and perhaps no better one
can be found than the story of the great Swedish seer,